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Hello there neighbors!  

As some of you know from my previous newsletters, my name is Dan DeCapua 

and I am proud to be your neighborhood real estate expert.  

If you ever need anything as a friend or neighbor please do not hesitate to call. 

My family and I love our area, and hope that you do too.  

Thinking of moving or remodeling in the New Year?  

Give me a call at 734-730-7061. 

in 
Your Monthly Insight into Ann Arbor’s Real Estate Market 

ANN ARBOR WESTSIDE 
MARKET SUMMARY: 2019 YEAR TO DATE 
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$274 
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Ready to sell? Here are a few tips:: 
1. Give your realtor (Us!) a call at 

least 3 months before you want to 

sell. We can help you find the best 

contractors who can make tiny 

improvements that will help you 

get the highest dollar. 

2. Monitor market conditions. 

Timing is everything. You may 

want to wait for inventory to clear 

out before listing your house. 

3. Chat with us about your goals in 

selling your house. Do you want it 

gone quickly? Do you need the 

most money out of it? We can 

help! We will sit down with you 

to come up with the best strategy 

to get you the most money with 

the least amount of work.  

4. Let us do the rest! We take care 

of everything you need to get the 

best value for your home in the 

shortest amount of time. How do 

we do it?  

Don’t be hesitant to contact us for 

FREE advice & market analysis.  

We’re here to help! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our homes are our special places. They are a 

gathering place, offer protection for our families & 

house our memories. As our families 

change our homes can also become a 

place of burden. The cost of upkeep & 

price of keeping a large home has led 

many to the decision to downsize . 

A smaller space offers greater savings, 

a clutter-free life & more free time to 

pursue your dreams. When you’re 

ready give us a call & we can help find you the perfect 

place. Below are some tips from AARP that may be 

helpful if you’re considering downsizing.  

1. START EARLY. The biggest mistake is waiting 

until you sell your home or tragedy happens. Start 

paring down at least one month before you list 

your current home for sale (less clutter makes it 

appear larger. 

2. HAVE A PLAN. Hit the "heart of home" rooms 

first. That's usually the kitchen, living room & 

family room, which tend to be the most cluttered 

& contain items with the greatest emotional value 

& everyday use. Make four piles — keep, donate, 

give to family members & trash. 

3. INVOLVE THE KIDS. One big problem is 

seniors thinking their children want that 

grandfather clock or Waterford when 

they really don't. A heart-to-heart 

about items' emotional & monetary 

value is in order. 

4. DONATE. Goodwill & the 

Salvation Army may be the first 

thought for donations, but items like 

Civil War memorabilia or fancy camera 

equipment may be better suited for a museum or 

school. Such legacy gifts may even result in special 

plaques or recognition in addition to tax 

deductions. Even everyday items may benefit 

organizations. Everyday glassware, for instance, 

will fetch little money at a yard sale but could be 

used at a children's camp or a soup kitchen. 

 

I'M READY TO SELL, WHAT DO I DO? 

DOWNSIZING TO “RIGHT”SIZING YOUR LIFE  

Spotlight Tip:  
 IT’S EASIER TO KNOW 
WHAT TO SAVE WHEN 
YOU HAVE A HOUSE IN 
MIND. CALL US TO SET 

UP YOUR HOME 
SEARCH. 
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MITTENFEST XIV 
Dec.27, 2019 - Dec.29, 2019  
Riverside Arts Center  
Mittenfest is an annual music festival in 

Washtenaw County, Michigan, that serves as a 

fundraiser for 826michigan as well as a good-time 

holiday get-together.  

 

WINTER WALK-N-TALK AT OAKWOODS 
Dec. 28, 2019  10 am and 2 pm  
Washtenaw Community College 
Take a guided hike through our Oak-woods 

to discover the beauty of Winter. Discover 

which critters are out-and-about through tracks and 

other signs. Please preregister, 734-782-3956.  

 

HANDS ON HOLIDAYS: ALL ABOUT YOU!  
Dec. 22, 2019  
Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum  
This winter, Hands-On Holidays returns to 

the museum from December 21st-January 5th 

and it will be All About You! Learn about biology and 

the human body in anticipation of our new exhibit All 

About You coming in Spring 2020 through a series of 

hands-on activities, workshops, demonstrations and 

special performers.   

 

PLYMOUTH ICE FESTIVAL 
Jan. 10– Jan. 12  
Riverside Arts Center  
Sculptures are available for viewing 24 hours 

a day and will remain standing after the event 

- weather permitting. Opening Ceremony and Ribbon 

Cutting – Friday, January 10th 7:00pm. 

LOCAL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES  

 

This year has been momentous for our team. We 

added new team members,  participated in 

community projects, & we became the top  

Re/Max team in Michigan all thanks to our 

amazing clients.  

Want to have some fun? Join us in reminiscing on 

these other victories from 2019.  

 

Send in your answers via email to 

team@spotlighthouses.com  for a FREE Michigan 

Calendar or Ice Scraper. Good Luck!   

 

Which UCLA gymnast went viral with her 

perfect “10” floor routine?  

        

Who is the first female rapper to be  inducted in 

2019 into the songwriter’s hall of fame.  

 

For the first time in 94 years,  the Scripps 

National Spelling Bee crowned co-champions 

after five consecutive rounds of perfect spelling. 

How many co-champions were there?  

 

At seventh in line for the throne, what is the 

name of the newest addition to the British 

Family?  

 

On April 10, the Event Horizon 

Telescope captured the first photo ever of  what?  

 

Which country-rap bop got all of our horses in 

the back?  

REMINISCING ON 2019 

How well do you remember this year?  

• 6 cups grated white 

chocolate 

• 3 (3-ounce) packages 

white chocolate pudding 

mix 

• 4 teaspoons vanilla powder 

• 1 1/2 cups milk 

• Candy cane garnish 

Combine all dry ingredients. 

Slowly heat the milk in a 

saucepan. Add the white hot 

chocolate mix to the milk and 

whisk. If you'd like to make 

the hot chocolate mix to use 

later or give as gifts, you can 

store the mix in a container. 

WHITE HOT CHOCOLATE 
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With winter fast approaching, it’s 

important to make sure your 

home is protected & ready for 

Michigan's cold temperatures & 

potentially destructive weather. 

To help, we’ve gathered up these  

simple tips to keep your home 

warm & Old Man Winter’s icy 

fingers off of your money. 

1. FURNACE FILTERS  
A dirty or clogged filter restricts 

airflow, increasing energy needs. 

By replacing your filter, you can 

improve air quality while 

simultaneously increasing the 

efficiency & longevity of your 

system.  

2. REVERSE CEILING FANS 
Running your fans in a clockwise 

rotation moves warm air pooled 

near the ceiling, circulating it 

back into the room.  This  

3. SMART THERMOSTATS 
Smart thermostats like the Nest 

provide valuable reporting on 

your energy usage & offers 

options like adaptive learning to 

create a highly-efficient schedule. 

4. PUT UP PLASTIC  
For just a few bucks, you can pick 

up a window insulation kit. The 

plastic film acts as a second 

defense against drafts & creates 

insulation from the outdoors.  

 5. GUTTER CLEANING  
Build up of leaves & other debris 

in your gutters can lead to 

restricted flow of water, causing 

ice dams — thick ridges of ice 

that build up along your eaves. 

Ice dams can be very destructive, 

bending & yanking on your 

gutters, loosening shingles, & 

causing water to backup into the 

walls or attic of your home.  

SAVING ENERGY AND MONEY 

✓TARGET STRATEGIC MARKETING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS 
✓GENERATE EARLY INTEREST VIA A COMING SOON CAMPAIGN 
✓EXPERTLY SHOWCASE BEST FEATURES AND AMENITIES  
✓CREATE EXPANSIVE DIGITAL AND DIRECT MAIL EXPOSURE 
✓HOST FIVE-STAR OPEN HOUSES THAT GENERATED TRAFFIC  

How we do it : 
734-677-3500 

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE 

 HOME EVALUATION!  

SOLD Who you work with Matters! 
THE #1SELLING RE/MAX TEAM IN MICHIGAN SUCCEEDS WHERE 

OTHERS HAVE FAILED AND WE HAVE THE SALES TO PROVE IT!  

 

AVERAGE HOMEOWNER 

REVIEW ON ZILLOW:  
AVERAGE 

PERCENT OF 

LISTING PRICE 

PAID IN 2019: 

 1

2019 YTD 

HOMES SOLD 

BY SPOTLIGHT 

HOUSES: 

 101% 70 

The past 

year was 

a wonderful 

whirlwind. 

Think you can 

remember all the 

details? Play our trivia quiz 

and send in your answers for a 

FREE 2020 Michigan 

Calendar or Ice Scraper.  

 

GIFT GIVEAWAY! 


